
State Emergency Service Victoria

Preparing your Home 

for Flood



Victorian Seasonal Outlook

 December to February rainfall is likely 

(greater than 60% chance) to be 

above median

 December to February are likely to 

experience below median 

temperatures

 Several climate drivers are 

contributing to this wet outlook, 

including La Niña
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Contributing factors for higher risk

 Wettest October on record. Rainfall 

was more than double the October 

average 

 Third consecutive La Niña which 

typically increases chances of above 

average rainfall

 Melbourne Water storage level is 

currently at 98.2%, with levels not 

seen at these levels since 2011 and 

2016



Contributing factors for higher risk

 Eastern and Southwest Metro are close to saturation levels, similar to those 

seen in 2016

 Saturated soils contribute towards additional flooding as soil is unable to absorb 

excess moisture 



Never Drive through Floodwater!

Driving on flooded roads is dangerous, and it doesn’t take 

much to make your car become unstable, lose traction or 

wash away



Your car’s float point

A small car can be 

moved by water 

only 15cm deep

(A 1.05 tonne car with water flow speed 

of 3.6 km/h)

A mid-sized car can be 

moved by water 

only 30cm deep

(1.5 tonne car with water flow speed of 

3.6km/h)

Fact: Since September 2016, almost 

10% of Victoria SES requests for 

assistance related to vehicles involved 

in floodwater

A four wheel drive can 

be moved by water 

only 45cm deep

(2.5 tonne car with water flow speed of 

3.6km/h)

Fact: Fatalities associated with 4WDs in 

floodwater have increased significantly 

in the last 15 years



Floodwater Risks

 No depth is safe to cross as roads beneath 

may be eroded or damaged

 Driving through floodwater may encourage 

others to enter

 Historically the highest incidence of fatalities 

during flood events have resulted from 

people entering floodwater

 Water levels will not remain fixed. You may 

become isolated throughout the day

 Driving through floodwater places yourself 

and emergency service members at risk

 Floodwater may contain chemicals, sharp 

debris or other contaminants



Isolation

 Flood waters can prevent you from 

accessing or leaving your property

 Have a plan for both situations

 Prepare for at least 72 hours 

including food, water and medical 

needs

 Plan for where you would go if you 

could not access your property for 

72 hours

 Know your neighbours 



Local Flood Guide

 Find your local flood guide at 

SES.vic.gov.au

 Local Flood Guides can help 

you better understand your flood 

risk, how flood warnings work and 

how to prepare yourself, your home 

or your business

 You can submit photos of local 

incidents to our media team at 

Media@ses.vic.gov.au



What’s Your Plan?

 Create Emergency Contacts

 Personal contacts

 Medical providers

 Utility providers

 Neighbours and friends

 Emergency services

 Medical plan, list of your medical 

providers and medications

 Animal plan

 Insurance contact details and 

policy number



Emergency Kit 



What are your next steps?

 Do you have the VicEmergency and VicTraffic apps on your 

phone? Both are available to download from the App Store or 

Google Play.



Additional sources of information



THANK YOU


